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They had now grown to be no less than 360. The
Brahmottara-ka?i(la>& favourite Saiva work, also-pro-
bably belongs to this period.

WORKS ON  ADVIITA PHILOSOPHY

We have thus far spoken of Kanarese works on
three religions, but have said nothing of works on the
Advaita philosophy. This has been because all works
on this subject had hitherto been in Sanskrit. ]j^ the
seventeenth century, this form of religion also was
brought within reach of the Kanarese reader by
Ranganatha, called also Rangavadhuta. As he appears
to have been a disciple of the author of the Bhakti-
rasayana, (c. 1650), his date is about 1675. At the
opening of his work he thus justifies his use of the
vernacular:

Scorn not my words because I seek
In common speech deep truths to speak.

A glass may lack a Sanskrit name,
Yet show one's features all the same.

The way to bliss is hard to find
When wrapped within a Sanskrit rind ;

But, told in homely Kanarese,
Is free for every man to seize.

'Tis then like plantain's luscious pulp
- When stripped of intervening skin ;
Or cocoanut which, broken, shows
The rich sweet milk .which lies within.

If one's intent to gain release

From bonds that bind the soul,
What matters if he reach that goal .

By Sanskrit or by Kanarese ?

* The book is entitled Aaubhavamrita, or " Nectar of
Fruition." It is written in shatpadi, and expounds the
expression Tat twam asi (" THAT art thou'*)> the
doctrines of the Universal Soul (atman) and of Illusion
(maya), the mode of attaining emancipation, aa4 f
worship of the Absolute (nirgunaradhane), amtj
matters, The work is still.studied as a leading tesgfr
of the Vedanta in Kanarese. "GE it is largely ri

